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THE NEW FOUND TREASURE OF THE TWELFTH 

DYNASTY. 



By James Henry Breasted, 
Royal Museum, Berlin. 



Not since the discovery of the royal mummies of the eighteenth dynasty 
at Der el Bahri, which disclosed to nineteenth century curiosity the features 
of Thotmes III. and Rameses II., has there been such a stir in the archaeolog- 
ical circles of all Europe, as has been occasioned by the unearthing of the 
treasure of the twelfth dynasty, by Director-General de Morgan, at Dahschour, 
within the last few days. No specimens of the goldsmith's work of any note, 
older than the eighteenth dynasty have been in the possession of the archaeol- 
ogist until this just discovered treasure. The grave robberies, which were 
frequent as far back as the twentieth dynasty (circa 1 180-1050 B. C), have 
stripped all the royal tombs thus far discovered, with the single exception of 
the sarcophagus of queen ' Ahotep, the mother of Ahmes I. (1 530 B. C), which was 
discovered in i860. The pyramids of Egypt are dispersed irregularly along 
the west bank of the Nile, from the delta to the border between Upper and 
Lower Egypt, those of Dahschour standing at the upper end of the line, almost 
on the border mentioned. They have long been of uncertain date, and have 
been ascribed to various kings. M. de Morgan's excavations have shown 
them to belong to the Usertesens of the twelfth dynasty (2000 B. C). Fruit- 
less attempts had been made to pierce them by other excavators, but the 
accidental discovery of a subterranean passage led M. de Morgan to the 
chamber, which lies fifty feet below the ground level, instead of within the 
pyramid walls, as in other pyramids heretofore opened. In holes let into the 
floor of the tomb, to secrete from thieves, the treasure was found in two lots. 
Its importance in the history of art, the quality of the magnificent workman- 
ship, and the questions which the entire find involves, will be treated in a 
later article. Meantime all that can be given in this hasty notice is a list of 
the articles discovered. The first lot comprises : a breast ornament in mass- 
ive gold, 57 millimeters broad, 48 millimeters high, in the middle, the car- 
touche of Usertesen II. mounted with two hawks bearing the double crown of 
Upper and Lower Egypt ; the hieroglyphs cut in turquoise, lapis lazuli, and 
cornelian, the entire outer surface being inlaid in the same manner, on the 
back the same signs and ornaments in chased gold ; weight, 3.75 grammes. 
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Six golden cypraea, 37 millimeters long, forming a necklace, without orna- 
ments, 47 grammes. One golden double-bowled shell, 61 millimeters long, 
57 millimeters wide, both sides smooth, 39 grammes. Nine golden double- 
bowled shells, smaller, 17 millimeters long, 14 millimeters wide, together, 
8.75 grammes. Two golden bracelets, 48 millimeters in diameter, 4^ milli- 
meters wide, together, 50 grammes. One pair golden bracelets, ornamented 
with mounted stones, and gold overlay alternating with very small cornelians, 
together, 10 grammes. One amethyst scarabaeus, with gold overlay on the 
flat side and engraved with the cartouche of Usertesen III. One amethyst 
scarabaeus, without inscription. One emerald scarabaeus, without inscrip- 
tion. Three golden ornaments in the form of a knot, one being a lotus 
flower set with stones, 3 grammes. Three gold beads, 0.7 gramme. Three 
golden bracelet clasps, 6.5 grammes. One golden tiger's claw, with ring, 3.5 
grammes. Three golden earrings, 19 millimeters long, 1.8 grammes. Three 
emerald earrings. One reclining lion, in the style of a sphynx, of the most 
delicate workmanship, 2.25 grammes. One mirror, mounted in silver and 
gold, 9 grammes gold. Numerous beads and earrings of precious stones. 
Eight small alabaster vases. Entire weight of gold, 220 grammes. 

The second find comprises : one golden necklace clasp, consisting of two 
unfolding lotus flowers ornamented with turquoise, lapis lazuli, and cornelian, 
4.7 grammes. The cartouche of Amenemhat II., cut in open work, and held 
between two warriors hurling an enemy to the ground, and surmounted by the 
sacred vulture, the whole being surrounded by the sacred emblems. One 
golden clasp, 14 millimeters high, 11 millimeters wide, weight 1.4 grammes, 
bearing the cartouche of Usertesen II. cut in open work, which is supported 
by two captives who crouch between two sphinxes, also surmounted by the 
sacred vulture. One amethyst scarabaeus, without inscription. One paste 
scarabaeus. Five golden lions 18 millimeters long, like those in the first lot, 
18.3 grammes. Seven golden shells 14 millimeters wide, 17 millimeters high, 
15.3 grammes. One golden cypraea, 37 millimeters long, 8.5 grammes. 
Seven golden plates belonging to the previously found bracelets, 40 milli- 
meters long, 20.2 grammes. Seven small golden rectangular clasps, 10 
millimeters long, 4.3 grammes. Eight golden earrings, 2 1 millimeters long, 
4.6 grammes. One golden tiger's claw, like the one previously found, 3.6 
grammes. Ten golden double beads, 5.3 grammes. Four flat gold beads, 0.8 
gramme. Five round golden double beads, 3.1 grammes. Thirteen simple 
gold beads, 4.1 grammes. One gold mounted earring of lapis lazuli, 35 milli- 
meters long. One gold mounted earring of braided gold, 35 millimeters 
long, 1.4 grammes. One golden mirror frame, 2.3 fr. Five silver hiero- 
glyphs from some object destroyed by dampness. Seven earrings of lapis 
lazuli. Eight earrings of emerald. Nine earrings of cornelian, each 18 milli- 
meters long. Eight flat beads, emerald ; six cornelian, thirteen lapis lazuli 
Two gilded beads of green paste. Seven beads, cornelian ; ten emerald ; 
seven lapis lazuli. Seven beads of different kinds, among which a glass one. 
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Thirteen golden beads, 1.3 grammes. Two silver pin heads. Two hundred 
and forty amethyst beads. 

All the ornaments belong to the monarchs of the twelfth dynasty, and are 
valued at three million francs. It is expected that the royal tomb will shortly 
be discovered, and there is great hope of valuable inscriptions coming to light 
with the opening of the chamber. A letter I have just received from 
Dahschour states that the publication of the results achieved there will be 
rapidly pushed. 



